
The Home Front in WWI



What is meant by the terms
• Civilians

• The Home Front 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEwrmeMSeWQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEwrmeMSeWQ


Food and Taxes

Questions 

What is rationing, and why was rationing needed? 

What happened to the prices of goods? 

Why would taxes in Britain need to go up after the 
First World War? 



The effect of the war on women



Question 
Using all the information on the previous slide explain the ways that women contributed to the war 
effort. 
Make sure that you include the terms 
• Women’s Land Army
• Women’s Army Auxiliary Force.
• Female Engineers



DORA

Questions 
• What was DORA?
• Why do you think that the government thought that DORA 

was needed? 
• What do you think would be the most difficult rule for you 

to keep, and why? 

Extension
Why do you think that many people including politicians 
would not like DORA and think it is against British values?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uYWiAr2JKeM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uYWiAr2JKeM


How did WWI come to an end after 4 horrific years of fighting?



As World War I went on, two significant events took place that could have changed the 
war decisively. 

1. In 1917, the Russian Revolution took place where the people of Russia rebelled against 
their leader killing the whole Royal Family, meaning our biggest ally withdrew from the 
war. 

2. However following the sinking of the Lusitania in May 1915, where the German U-
Boats sank an American passenger ship, the Americans joined the war on the side of 
the allies!



Germany was also facing a severe crisis on their own Home front. Ordinary German citizens 
had reached breaking point! British battleships had blockaded Germany meaning food and 
vital supplies couldn’t get through leading to 500,000 people dying of starvation. There 
were riots all over Germany, particularly due to the rationing of bread.

Despite this, the German leader, Kaiser Willhelm II launched one final attack known as the 
Spring Offensive. Unfortunately this attack failed and to make matters worse, the sailors 
mutinied, known as the Kiel Mutiny. Germany’s allies all began to surrender from 
September 1918 onwards, meaning the Kaiser had little choice but to give up as well.

Kaiser Willhelm was forced to ABDICATE on the 9th November 
1918 leading to the ARMISTICE at 11am on the 11th November 
1918

Remembrance Day

Answer in full sentences
• Why did Germany lose the war?
• What does the word abdicate 

mean?
• What does the word armistice 

mean?  



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkN01F45mUs

The END of WWI

Armistice Day – 11th November at 11am

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkN01F45mUs

