
How were minorities and Jews persecuted in Nazi Germany?



What do you think you know about the Holocaust?

Make a quick list

Help box

When did the Holocaust happen? 

- Where did the Holocaust happen? (Answers 
could include countries or specific sites) 

- Who was persecuted and murdered during 
the Holocaust? 

- Who was responsible for the Holocaust? 
(Answers could include groups or individuals) 

- What else do I know about the Holocaust? 



Why do we study the Holocaust? 

https://www.het.org.uk/footballersremember

https://www.het.org.uk/footballersremember


Task 1 Read through the definitions on this sheet 
and underline any terms or phrases they have in  
common.

Task 2 Using the terms and phrases you have 
underlined, write your own definition of the term 
‘Holocaust’. 

Task 3 Why might people object to the term 
‘Holocaust’?

Task 4 Why might people prefer the term
‘Shoah’? 

Task 5 Why is it important that we properly 
understand terms such as ‘Holocaust’? 

https://www.het.org.uk

https://www.het.org.uk/


Key definitions critical to this study

Key term Definition 
Holocaust Completely burnt 

Shoah Catastrophe 

Mass-
extermination

The act of murdering a number of people, typically simultaneously or over a 
relatively short period of time

Genocide The deliberate killing of a large group of people, especially those of a 
particular nation or ethnic group.

Oppression prolonged cruel or unjust treatment or exercise of authority.

Discrimination the unjust or prejudicial treatment of different categories of people, especially 
on the grounds of race, age, or sex.

Pogrom an organized massacre of a particular ethnic group, in particular that of Jews 
in Russia or eastern Europe.

Anti-Semitism hostility to or prejudice against Jews.

Propaganda Information, especially of a biased or misleading nature, used to promote a 
political cause or point of view.


