
Introduction lesson to your GCSE Medicine 
Course



Course Content Self Checklist 1:



Course Content Self Checklist 2:



Welcome to GCSE History and the first of our exam units, Medicine c.1250-Today! 

This exam unit is the Thematic unit, that means it is spread over a long period of time, about 1000 years, but there are 
themes that are present throughout the whole time period, these are:

Causes of illness, Treatments of illness, Prevention of illness

As we go through each time period, it is your job to understand the similarities and differences of these themes, as 
historians, we call this ‘Change & Continuity’, basically what stayed the same and what changed. You’ll also need to be 

confident about WHY things changed or stayed the same, we use our Factors for this…



Time Periods in this course:

c.1250-1500
(Medieval)

c. 1500-1700
(Renaissance)

c. 1700-1900
(Industrial & Scientific 

Revolution)

c. 1900-Today
(Modern)



FACTORS:

These are the FACTORS that contribute to the progress in medicine throughout the whole period – Your 
job is to decide which is most important for each period and as a whole. You will have to compare them to 

each other a lot!

Individuals:Institutions:
(The Church / 

Governments):

Science & 
Technology:

Attitudes:



Attitudes:

Depending on the attitudes 
of society would depend on 
whether progress would be 
made or not. 

In the Middle Ages, people 
were very much of the 
attitude that ‘we just do 
what we’re told by The 
Church’.

In the Renaissance, 
attitudes in society began 
to change and they began 
wondering about the world 
and not just accepting God 
did it all

These are the factors that 
influence society or make 
decisions about it. 

The Church basically 
controlled everything 
people did and believed 
in the Medieval Period 
and couldn’t go against it

The Government didn’t 
really do much until the 
later time periods, 
especially the modern 
period

Institutions:
(The Church / 

Governments):



These factors are the 
ones that make the 
biggest impact on 
medicine

Science is the ideas and 
theories about what 
makes us ill and what to 
do

Technology is the 
inventions that allow 
the progress to be made 
and allow better surgery 
to be done for example

Science & 
Technology:

This factor is critical 
to everything that 
happens across our 4 
periods

These are the people 
who come up with 
new ideas or make a 
scientific 
breakthrough

Individuals:



This factor is quite specific and might impact 
on medicine by getting better at surgery in the 
trenches

They might also learn about parts of the body 
from injuries

REMEMBER: The whole way through this medicine course, its your job to decide which 
factor has had the biggest impact.

Each time period will definitely have some stronger factors affecting medicine – in a good 
way or bad way…



KEY GCSE 
SKILLS

Add the following pages to your key skills diagram



Exam skills and common language:
Historical Concepts

1. Similarities:

Have a go, what are 
the similarities in 

this picture?



Exam skills and common language:
Historical Concepts

2. Differences:

Easy!! Just say what you 
see, there’s more than 

just colours…



Exam skills and common language:
Historical Concepts

3. Cause and 
consequence:

This is probably the most important of our 
skills, being able to understand why something 
happened, and what was the consequence or 

outcome?



Exam skills and common language:
Historical Concepts

4. Change & 
Continuity:

Another crucial skill to master, what did they do 
or think before and what do they do or think 

after? Remember there will be a reason(s) for this 
change (difference) or continuity (staying the 

same)…



Exam skills and common language:
Historical Concepts

5. Significance

… Following concept 4, this is where you have to be 
brave in arguing which factor or event was most 

significant (important) in leading to a change, you 
will need very good knowledge to back up your 

opinions

Weighing up and 
making a decision



Exam skills and common language:
Historical Concepts

6. Knowledge

This goes without saying, but is without a doubt, critical! 
this is where your participation in lessons, organisation 
of notes and revision are so important! Without good 
knowledge, you wont be able to apply it in the exam!



Chronology Activity:

You’re about to see a range of time periods, the dates 
are already in the right order, you need to match up 

the period to the date… Easy…!

▪ 5000 BC – 3000 BC
▪ 3000 BC – 1500 BC
▪ 1500 BC – 400 BC
▪ 400 BC – 500 AD
▪ 400 AD – 1350 AD
▪ 1250 – 1500
▪ 1500 – 1750
▪ 1750 – 1900  
▪ 1800 – 1900
▪ 1900 – 2000
▪ 2000 - Today

▪ Renaissance
▪ Greek
▪ 20th Century
▪ Industrial Revolution
▪ Roman
▪ Middle Ages (Medieval)
▪ 19th Century
▪ Prehistoric
▪ Egyptian
▪ 21st Century
▪ Dark Ages (Anglo Saxon)



If you’re off school for whatever reason, make sure you stay with the 
rest of us by clicking onto www.stchistory.com, or you just want to 

clarify something from the lesson, every lesson is on there. You can also 
contact us with any questions you might have, anytime!

http://www.stchistory.com/


let’s get cracking, we’ll go back to the Ancient Greek & 
Roman world first… just to see what they were up to… 
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