
What were 
Elizabeth’s initial 
problems when 
she became 
Queen in 1558?



Look at Elizabeth’s early 
problems and rank 
them in order of 
importance (to be dealt 
with first).

Then justify why you’ve 
chosen your top 3 
immediate issues.

How this topic might look as an exam question:

Explain why Elizabeth faced problems at the start of her reign [12]

The main issue Elizabeth faced at the start of her reign was… Do you agree? [16]



Let’s meet the Queen a little closer
She poisoned herself using lead oxide as makeup to 
hide smallpox scars

She took a long time to make up her mind & was 
very indecisive

She was incredibly frustrating

She had an awful temper

She was feared

5ft 3”

Very superstitious

Afraid of Black Magic

She had halitosis and black teeth

Only bathed once every few weeks

Swore a lot and spat when angry

Vain

What do you think so far…?



Let’s meet the Queen 
a little closer

Very religious

Confident

Highly intelligent

Well educated

Spoke Latin, Greek, French & Italian

An eye for detail

Excellent grasp of politics

Had experience of being a prisoner in the 
Tower

Understood the dangerous world of Court 
politics

Great at speeches

Charismatic

What do you think now…?



Was her mother, Anne Boleyn and father, henry 
VIII married when she was born?

What happened to her mother? How might 
that affect Elizabeth’s claim to the throne?

Catholics don’t accept King Henry’s first
marriage to Katherine of Aragon was officially 
over. This meant Anne Boleyn was just a 
mistress of Henry therefore their child was an 
illegitimate ‘bastard’ and as such could not be 
an heir to the throne.

Catholics also don’t accept the monarch as 
head of the Church, they still believe The Pope 
is the head of The Church

Henry himself excluded Elizabeth from the 
throne (although he later reinstated her)

Explain why some people (Catholics) 
might see her as illegitimate?



2. She was a woman…
A queen ruling in her own right was very unusual and 
unnatural to 16th Century society. Women had a role to play, 
but it was most certainly not in ruling anything, let alone the 
country, especially when you think the monarch was expected 
to lead their armies into battle!

What do you think about this? Is he alone?

Women are weak and 

foolish by nature

The Creator made 

women subject to man

All women suffer dominion (domination) 

by men because of Eve’s sin

Explain why Elizabeth’s 
gender was a problem at 

the start of her reign

Did ‘Bloody’ Mary help this view of women in power?



Elizabeth’s was expected to get married hand over the role of 
running the country to her husband and produce a male heir…

Pros Cons

What should she do?

My husband could 

fulfil the role of 

military leader in war, 

which is an important 

part of a monarch’s 

role

Having children will 

ensure England’s 

stability with an heir 

to the throne

Who would I marry? I am 

queen, and yet wives are 

expected to be obedient 

to their husbands. I would 

be side-lined; He would be 

seen as the authority

The only man of suitable 

rank I could marry would 

be foreign, putting 

England’s needs second to 

his own country



What is the view of this 
interpretation of Elizabeth? 
Is it positive? Negative?


