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What was the significance
of the Hungarian Uprising,
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Background to Hungary in 1956...

» Satellite State, heavily influenced by Moscow
e Communist

* Rakosi— Leader — Very pro Stalin
e Riots in Budapest due to:

1

- Hunger
- Fuel shortages
- Lack of freedom

https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=123JwYflLgzo
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Believed that within
a communist regime
there should still be
personal freedoms

Very pro Stalin, believed
in controlling the
freedoms of the people

His actions as leader led
to the riots and protests

#

Khrushchev hoped
appointing Nagy
would end the riots

Rakosi

Within days of his appointment, Nagy introduced a series of reforms:

 Ended the one-party state in Hungary, free elections
* Immediate release of political prisoners
* Freedom of speech

I * Reorganised the government to include non communist members
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What is Eisenhower (USA) thinking about all of this? A@ ‘
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* Khrushchev agrees with Rakosi replaced by Nagy
hopefully ending the riots

* USSR withdraw troops from Budapest

* All good, problem solved!

What is Eisenhower (USA) thinking about all of this?
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1 November 1956: 5“;

Nagy announced Hungary would leave the Warsaw Pact, ‘s

Khrushchev could not allow this —= WHY? (Think about Brexit effect)

If Hungary broke away, others might follow too which would
undermine communism as well as the buffer zone of pro soviet
governments surrounding and protecting Soviet Union.




Soviets troops return leaving a blood bath in Hungary, regain
control
Khrushchev ordered on 4th November:

e 1000 tanks into Budapest

* Nagy supporters put up an almighty fight, leading to the term
‘Hungarian Uprising’.

* Nagy begged for Western support, but none came.

e Soviets acted brutally killing up to 20,000 Hungarians

* A new pro-Soviet government was set up with Kadar as its

leader
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A photograph of Hungarian rebels waving their national flag in Budapest,
Hungary. They are standing on top of a captured Soviet tank.
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From a transcript* of Imre Nagy’s last-minute plea for support as Soviet tanks rolled
into Budapest on 4 November 1956.

This fight is the fight for freedom by the Hungarian people against
the Russian [Soviet] intervention, and it is possible that I
shall only be able to stay at my post for one or two hours. The
whole world will see how the Russian armed forces, contrary to
all treaties and conventions*, are crushing the resistance of

the Hungarian people. I should like in these last moments to

ask the leaders of the revolution, if they can, to leave the
country... [For] today it is Hungary and tomorrow, or the day
after tomorrow, it will be the turn of other countries, because
the imperialism* of Moscow does not know borders and is only
trying to play for time.




A US funded radio station, Radio Free Europe, had regularly broadcast messages encouraging the people of Eastern
Europe to rise up against their communist regime. As a result, the people of Hungary and Nagy, assumed that the US
would support their uprising as they had offered Marshall Aid, why not military support?

We are prepared to offer military support to
stop the spread of communism, but not to any
such events happening within already
communist satellite states. The outcome of
that, being Nuclear war, we believe would be
worse than leaving the Hungarian rebels to
fight the Soviets alone.

NATO nations will take in Hungarian refugees,
but that is as far as we’ll go.

Do you agree with Eisenhower?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPXi4DDLglo H @ 3
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You need four colours....

* Make a key at the bottom of your
Hungarian Uprising report

causes Events Soviet American
of response response
uprising

* Then, as you read it, highlight the
text.

0

The Hungarian Uprising of 1956

From 1945 on the Hungarians were under the control of Moscow. All wealth was
taken from Hungary by the Russians who showed their power by putting
thousands of Russian troops and hundreds of tanks in Hungary. The Hungarian
leader, Rakosi, was put in power by Stalin. When Stalin died in 1953 all people in
Eastern Europe were given some hope that they might be free from Soviet rule.

In February 1956, the new Russian leader Khruschev attacked Stalin’s policies
and adopted a process of Destalinisation. In July 1956 in a gesture to the
Hungarians, Rakosi was forced to resign. In fact, the Hungarians had expected
more but they did not get it. This situation, combined with 1) a bad harvest 2)
fuel shortages 3) a cold and wet autumn all caused the riots. On October 23rd
1956, students and workers took to the streets of Budapest (the capital of
Hungary ) and issued their demands which included personal freedom, more
food, the removal of the secret police, the removal of Russian control etc.

Imre Nagy was appointed new prime minister. Nagy persuaded Khrushchev to
withdraw the Red Army and allowed other political parties to start again. On
October 31st, 1956, Nagy broadcast that Hungary would withdraw itself from
the Warsaw Pact. This was pushing the Russians too far and Kadar left the
government in disgust and established a rival government in eastern Hungary
which was supported by Soviet tanks. On November 4th, Soviet tanks went into
Budapest to restore order and they acted with immense brutality even killing
wounded people. Tanks dragged round bodies through the streets of Budapest
as a warning to others who were still protesting.

1000 tanks went into Budapest and probably 20,000 people were killed. To flee
the expected Soviet anger, probably 200,000 fled to the west leaving all they
possessed in Hungary. Nagy was tried and executed and buried in an unmarked
grave. By November 14th, order had been restored. Kadar was put in charge.
Soviet rule was re-established.

President Eisenhower of USA said “I feel with the Hungarian people.” ] F Dulles,
American Secretary of State, said “To all those suffering under communist
slavery, let us say you can count on us.” But America did nothing more.

causes Events of Soviet American
uprising response response




Exam context — Narrative:

1. Riotsin ) Nagy 3. Soviet
Hungary replaces troops re-

& their LINg>Rakosi & his LINK> invade
causes promises Hungary
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July 1956 Stalinist prime minister, Rakosi, falls from power

October 1956 In Budapest, protests against communist rule turn to riots
- Lack of political freedom

- Fuel shortages

- Bad harvests

24 October 1956 Khrushchev agrees Nagy can now be prime minister

28 October 1956 Soviet troops withdraw from Budapest
- Promises of free elections
- Promises of freedom of speech

3 November 1956 Nagy announces Hungary is leaving the Warsaw Pact

4 November 1956 Soviet troops return, after a bloody street battle, Soviets regain control




Exam context — Consequences: {ne IMpact oTtne rungarian UprISing

The HungarianUprisng made
Khrushchev's positionmore
(Exam-style question, Section A | bk Sl
Explain two consequences of the Hungarian Uprising position inthe Warsaw Pact,
in 1956. 8 marks members must obey Moscow’s
ordersandwishes
Exam tip Warsaw Pact membersknew
Remember this question is about consequences, not theywm_lld recetv.e.noWestem
events. So don't spend time saying what happened SUppOEInanERY
during the uprising. Focus on explaining what
happened as a result of the uprising. Khrushchev became more

confident inhisdealingswith
the West andUSA asheknew

Dual Coding exercise: theywere unwiliing to engage
in military action

Read the consequences on your The Hungarian uprisng made

consequences sheet and draw images to the West look bad, they had

encouraged thessuprisngsbut
match the text then didn't help, or “back up

their words” making them look
weak

The USAdidhowever
STRONGLY opposethe Soviet
invasonof Hungaryand asa
result, any strengthening
relations between USA and
Soviet Union had disgppeared
once more




What was the impact of the Hungarian Uprising on international relations?

The Hungarian Uprising made Khrushchev's position more secure and gave him a stronger position in the
Warsaw Pact, members must obey Moscow’s orders and wishes

Warsaw Pact members knew they would receive no Western support in an uprising

Khrushchev became more confident in his dealings with the West and USA as he knew they were
unwilling to engage in military action

The Hungarian uprising made the West look bad, they had encouraged these uprisings but then didn't
help, or “back up their words” making them look weak

The USA did however STRONGLY oppose the Soviet invasion of Hungary and as a result, any
strengthening relations between USA and Soviet Union had disappeared once more

achisto

* *

* *
* *
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* Inthe 1950s, the arms race between the USA and the Soviet Union accelerated, with a massive build-up of nuclear
arms on both sides. Both sides had enough weapons to destroy each other and the world several times over.

* |n 1953, the election of Eisenhower and the death of Stalin seemed to reduce tension in the Cold War.

* When West Germany joined NATO, the Soviets set up the Warsaw Pact.

 Arebellion against Soviet domination of Hungary in 1956 was put down with armed force. The Hungarian
Uprising did serious damage to East-West relations.

S1 What new types of weapons were developed in the 1950s?
S2 What is meant by ‘deterrence’ in the Cold War?
$3 When did West Germany join NATO?

Challenge

C1 Why did people think there might be an end to the Cold War after Stalin died?

C2 If both the USA and the Soviet Union already had the capability to destroy their rivals by 1950, why did they
keep creating new weapons?

€3 Why did Hungarians think their uprising would receive outside support?

How confident do you feel about your answers to these questions? If you're not sure you answered them well,
form a group with other students, discuss the answers and then record your conclusions. Your teacher can give
you some hints.
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