
Challenges
HOME & ABROAD



Recap on Mary Queen of Scot’s 
LEGITIMACY:



Timeline:
1559 – Scottish Protestant lord’s rebellion begins in Scotland
1560 – Rebellion ends with Treaty of Edinburgh (following Elizabeth’s support)

1561 – Mary Queen of Scots arrives in newly anti French & Protestant Scotland after her 
husband Francis II dies, with no claim to England after Treaty. She doesn’t accept the 
Treaty of Edinburgh and demands to be named Elizabeth’s heir

1565 – Mary marries Henry Stuart, Lord Darnley (Darnley Bothwell clip)

1566 – Mary gives birth to a son, James

1567 – Lord Darnley is murdered and Mary marries Bothwell, she is captured by the 
Scottish Protestant lords (Murder of Darnley clip)

1568 – Mary escapes and raises an army against the Scottish Protestant lords, but is 
defeated – she flees to England! << CRUCIAL TURNING POINT Why?

1569 – Mary is blamed for the Northern Rebellion and is placed under house arrest in 
England until her death 

1587 - Following 4 plots in her name, she is executed



Mary, Queen of Scots
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Mary, Queen of Scots
How much of the story can you remember?
Talk to your partner and try to retell the story between you both

Key Questions:

• At what point did Mary become dangerous?
• Why?
• What should Elizabeth have done?
• Was she actually a threat? 

- (Link to Catholics in England and Elizabeth not being 
secure)



Mary in England!!!!



What were Elizabeth’s options?
• Mary was an anointed Queen so 

Elizabeth couldn’t support any 
rebellion to overthrow a monarch

• She was aware of the danger of 
Mary now being in England though

• She kept Mary under comfortable 
house arrest until she decided 
what to do!
Options:

1. Help Mary to regain her throne
2. Hand Mary over to the Scottish lords
3. Allow Mary to go abroad
4. Keep Mary in England

Explain the pros and cons of 
each of these options

Then write a letter to Cecil with the option you would choose explaining WHY 
you chose that one and explaining why you didn’t choose the other 3.



The cousins – what was 
their relationship 
actually like?





The Casket Letters and York Conference 1569

Mary begged Elizabeth to let her explain that she 
played no part in Darnley’s murder, Elizabeth 
refused. A court was set up to hear Mary’s case with 
the ‘Casket Letters’ allegedly written by Mary given 
as evidence of her guilt, but she refused to be tried 
as a commoner and would only offer a plea if 
Elizabeth guaranteed a verdict of innocence –
again, Elizabeth refused.
No verdict could solve the problem of what to do 
with Mary, if found guilty Elizabeth will have 
supported getting rid of an anointed monarch and 
her own family, if found not guilty, Mary would be 
free to raise an army against Elizabeth, possibly with 
foreign support. 

The court didn’t reach any verdict (as directed by Elizabeth and Mary 
remained under arrest.

• The Casket Letters were used at the conference as evidence to show she 
knew about Darnley’s murder.

• Many said they were forged, paid for by Elizabeth
• The letters were provided at the York Conference, which was set up to 

investigate possible wrongdoings by Mary




