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What can you learn about Florence Nightingale from this source?
Any inferences?



} Florence Nightingale was very wealthy.
} When she was 17 she had a religious vision that 

she should devote her life to helping mankind.
} She convinced her parents to allow her to train as 

a nurse first in Germany and then Paris.
} 1853 – She became superintendent of nurses at 

King’s College Hospital in London
} 1854 – Britain went to war with Russia in the 

Crimea.
} Nightingale convinced her friends in the 

government to send her to improve the hospitals 
in the Crimea along with 38 nurses.



} Florence Nightingale was the 
first woman to be honoured 
with the Order of Merit. It is 
awarded for exceptional 
service to the Crown or the 
advancement of learning.

} By the time she returned from 
the Crimean War in 1856 she 
was a national hero. 

} She then focused on improving 
hospitals at home…
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“I demand 300 scrubbing brushes to get 
rid of any dirt near the patients.

I insist that all of my nurses are to be 
organised and respected so we can treat 

the 2000 wounded soldiers effectively

I want clear bedding and good meals to 
be provided

Give me these things, and I will reduce 
the death rates from 40% to 2% - I 

guarantee it!

The very first 
requirement in 

a hospital is 
that it should 
do the sick no 

harm!



Before After

From the following clips & rest of the 
lesson, add any new information in the 
‘after’ column…



Organise your card sort:
Put your card sort into CHANGE or CONTINUITY from Renaissance to 
Industrial Britain, when you’re happy stick them in your book.

You can if you want add them to your previous table if it is 
nursing or hospital related as opposed to general 
medicine & health.
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What are 
Nightingale’s 
priorities from 
this extract?

What is her main 
view?

This is from her own 
writings, she wrote ‘Notes 
on Nursing’ which was all 
about training of nurses 
and becoming a proper 
profession.

- Training of nurses
- Design of the 

hospitals



Copy this diagram, summarising the information
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Read this 
information and 
add to your table 
anything about 
hospitals and 
training 

(In your AFTER 
column).
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Write an obituary about Florence Nightingale’s impact

Using your notes from today:

Homework – Write an essay on how treatment had changed  by 
1900 and some reasons why (factors).


